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Introduction 

The document is written by Dr. Rudolf Kochendörffer (21.11.1911 - 23.8.1980), a German 
mathematician and Professor at the University of Dortmund who specialized in algebra and 
group theory. The paper is not dated and as it is in English it probably has been translated by 
the British or Americans after the Second World War. The text deals with the commercial 
Enigma, Enigma K. My first guess was that it was written in the early 1930s, but since then I 
have learned that in 1944 he was an Uffz. (Unteroffizier – non-commissioned officer) 
working in the Mathematische Referat (mathematical department), of OKH / In 7/IV (Ober-
kommando des Heeres / Inspektion 7 IV – Inspectorate 7/IV of the Army High Command). 
This was the German Army High Command’s cryptographic organization under the 
leadership of Dr. Pietsch. In 1942 In 7/IV was split into three sections under the command of 
Sonderführer Steinberg, Oberleutnant Lüders and Wachtmeister Dr. Döring. Steinberg’s 
section, the American Referat, worked on the Hagelin M-209 machine and strip ciphers, while 
Oblnt. Lüders’ and Dr. Döring’s sections investigated respectively general cipher security and 
teleprinter cipher machine security. Oberleutnant Lüders was the head of the cipher security 
section from 1942 until the summer of 1944 when he was transferred to KNA4, Kommandeur 
der Nachrichten Aufklärung 4 – Signal Intelligence Intercept Detachment 4, at Wiener 
Neustadt. Regierungsbaurat Johannes Anton Marquart then took over as chief of this section. 
Exactly when Rudolf Kochendörffer started working for OKH / In 7/IV is not known, but it is 
suspected that he worked in the cipher security section under Oblnt. Lüders and 
Regierungsbaurat Marquart. 
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